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The Vicarage October 2018 
2 Church Road Vol. 49, No. 8 
Purley,  CR8  3QQ 
 

 

Dear Friends 

I am sure you will have noticed that, as the seasons change, so do 
the colours of the church hangings and the priests vestments.  For 
the past few months – and continuing until November – the 
predominant colour in church is green.  Green is the colour we use 
during Ordinary Time, i.e. the season of Trinity which lasts from 
Pentecost to Advent.  This is the longest season in the church 
calendar, when we can settle down to letting our faith mature and 
develop through the season – growing along with the crops in the 
fields.   

This year has been marked by a long hot summer in which our lawns 
have looked brown rather than green.  My plum/damson tree 
produced hardly anything compared to last year, so no vicarage plum 
gin to be made this season!  Now, as the long hot summer moves 
into autumn, the change in season brings with it a sense of endings, 
and remembrance - endings that are grounded in the hope of new 
beginnings.  As I reflect on the recent funerals, weddings and 
baptisms I see endings and new beginnings. 

Starting afresh is exciting but also a tad scary: new beginnings make 
us face unknowns.  The change from dry brown to lawns and fields 
becoming lush and green again reminds me of those times in our 
lives when our faith can seem parched and dry, times when we need 
to be fed and watered by God’s word, when we need to grow a little 
rather than lie dormant.  Having periods of drought in our lives of faith 
is normal too.  But too long a period makes it harder to revive and be 
nurtured back to full health. 

To aid your quest for knowledge and understanding we have cross-
benefice house groups that explore many aspects of our faith.  We 
are also, during our Creation Season in October, running ‘God’s 
Creation study groups’.  I hope that if you have not signed up already 
you will very soon! 
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And be on the lookout for other events that offer opportunities to grow 
in faith and understanding in this and future magazines. 

Do not let your faith become dry and parched: nurture it and nourish it 
and draw deep upon the well of scripture so that, in this season of 
growth, your faith may grow and flourish. 

Rev’d Fiona 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Churches Together Quiz Night 
 
 

This Quiz Night, held at Christ Church on 15th September, was 
organised by Churches Together in Purley and Kenley (CTPK) in aid 
of the Croydon South branch of Christians Against Poverty.  Five of us 
attended from St Swithun’s, and we really enjoyed our evening. 
 
The quiz format was new to us: questions and multiple-choice answers 
A B C & D went up clearly on a large screen, and each table had a little 
gizmo to press with their chosen answer.  Our team - Val Purcell; 
Maureen Rowe and myself; together with a delightful Christ Church 
family – were running second in the early stages, but alas, the final 
score found us second from bottom!  Lis and Paul Sandford fared 
better: I believe their team really did end up in second place. 
 
Interval time provided a good fish and chip supper, and also a great 
opportunity to chat with those on our table.  Do try to come to the next 
CTPK event – wherever and whenever! 
 

Hazel Collis 
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Deanery Synod  -  Open Meeting 
 
 

Tuesday 2nd October at 8 p.m. - St Mary’s Church 
Purley Oaks Road   Sanderstead   CR2 0NR 

 

 

 

This Deanery Synod meeting will be an Open Meeting - all church 
members are warmly invited to attend.  The guest speaker at the 
meeting will be Canon Andrew White, formerly Vicar of St George’s 
Church in Baghdad (the only Anglican church in Iraq), and a founder 
of the Charity The Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in the 
Middle East (FRRME). 
 
As part of its work, Synod has been discussing the Five Marks of 
Mission, and Canon White’s subject will be the Fourth Mark – To seek 
to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of 
every kind, and to pursue peace and reconciliation. 
 
In recent years St Swithun’s has supported FRRME with donations 
from our Charities Fund and from our Christmas collections.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to hear Canon White himself, speaking on a 
subject which is dear to his heart. 
 
Canon White’s talk will be the first working item on the meeting’s 
agenda, and visitors will be free to leave the meeting on its conclusion. 
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History Notes  -  The Neo-Babylonian Empire 
 
 
Last month the Assyrians were overwhelmed by the Babylonians and 
the Medes, with opportunistic help from the Egyptians. 
 

This led to the greatest flowering of the Babylonian Empire.  Of course 
Babylon and the region of the Tigris and Euphrates delta had always 
been a powerful area.  The Sumerians, the Akkadians, and the 
Kassites played significant roles.  The Assyrians had been defeated 
and were never again to be such a dominant power in the region. 
 

This empire was shorter-lived than previous ones, and there were 3 
principal kings: 

Nabopolassar   625 to 605 
Nebuchadnezzar II 605 to 562 
Nabonidus      555 to 539 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A stele, dated to about 550 to 
540 BC, showing a Babylonian 
king.  The three symbols in 
front of the king represent the 
moon, the sun and the planet 
Venus, and probably indicate 
that the figure is of Nabonidus. 

 
 
 
 

 
The Sumerian and 

Akkadian inheritance of learning was expanded in these times.  
Achievements in many fields created a foundation on which the 
Persians and Greeks, and indeed the whole world, were able to build. 
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Art and architecture was mostly using brick and paint, as there was 
very little available stone.  The cities of Babylonia were famous for their 
dramatic design and the Tower of Babel, thought to be the Ziggurat or 
temple of the principal god 
Marduk, and the Hanging 
Gardens were almost 
certainly in the city of 
Babylon itself. 
 
 
The Hanging Gardens of 
Babylon - a 19th century 
illustration 
 
 

Astronomy    The study and observation of the stars dates back a 
thousand years at least.  The Babylonians invented the zodiac.  Many 
years of observation and recording gave them the skill to predict 
eclipses of the sun and moon.  The earth was at the centre of their 
universe.  The oldest astrolabe dates to 1100 BC.  Babylonian 
astronomy was the forerunner or the 
Greek, Indian and middle-eastern 
astronomy.  Philosophy, with 
particular reference to the nature of 
the universe, was part of the 
Babylonian learning.   
 

This clay cuneiform tablet from Babylon, 
dated to about 500 BC, records the 
ephemeris (i.e. the daily calculated 
positions) of the planet Saturn. 
 

Mathematics, a system based on a 
system of 60 was in use and as you will realise it is very flexible.  The 
factors of 60 are ,2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10 ,12 ,15, 20 and 30.  We have inherited 
the 60 seconds and the 60 minutes as well as the 360 degrees of a 
circle from them.  Our measurements of longitude and latitude are 
based on the 360 degrees of a circle.  Unlike the Romans they had a 
true place value system for writing down numbers  i.e numerals that 
can be put in columns (like the Arabic numerals we use in our 
mathematics) thereby making calculations easier.  Have you ever 
wondered how the Romans wrote their sums? 
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They had understanding of geometry and knew Pythagoras’ theorem 
before he was born.  They measured area and had a figure for pi in 
calculating circular areas.  They could calculate square roots.  They 
certainly had lenses, possibly used as telescopes or microscopes. 
 
Medicine There is a medical textbook dating from around 1000 BC.  It 
includes descriptions of history-taking, examination, diagnosis 
treatment and prognosis.  A few doctors today could benefit from the 
application of this classic medical discipline!!  All this fell into disrepair.  
Although the Greeks followed on from this discipline a great deal of 
medicine in Europe was more like witchcraft until the development of 
scientific method and thought in the 15th and 16th centuries   
 
Literature, writing and reading   The Babylonians inherited the 
Sumerian capacity for recording words and the skills of reading and 
writing were widespread.   
 
Philosophy. It seems that the Babylonian school of philosophy was 
passed on to the Greeks.  Empiricism, rationality and logic are 
observed and it is certain that Thales, one of the early Athenian 
philosophers, studied in Babylon. 
 
Technology.  The use of basic civil 
engineering skills in water management, 
weaving, glassmaking and the working of 
copper, bronze and iron were part of 
Babylonian technology. 
 
The Hanging Gardens were built up on 
many levels, and devices like the 
Archimedean screw, shown right, were 
reported to have been used to bring water 
up to the higher levels for irrigation. 
 
Babylon was considered to be a dissolute 
society and is so to this day, as well as being widely opined in the Old 
Testament.  However the evidence does not support this and although 
they were as warlike as all the rest of them during this long era of the 
bronze and iron ages we need to be well aware of the inheritance we 
have from this creative society.  
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Nebuchadnezzar II  -  605 to 562 BC 
 

I will just report on this king as his notoriety extends to children’s 
skipping games to this day.  While he was the Crown Prince he 
commanded his father Nabopolassar’s armies in Egypt, Syria and 
Nineveh.  During his campaigns his father died, and he had to race 
home to Babylon to secure his throne.  He had fought numerous 
campaigns in the Levant, including sacking Ashkelon and besieging 
Jerusalem - where he installed Hezekiah as puppet king in 599 BC. 
 

Once crowned, he started a massive programme of building in Babylon.  
The results were famous throughout the known world.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Ishtar Gate was one of 
eight gates to the inner city.  It 
has been reconstructed, based 
on the surviving foundations 
and remnants of the decorative 
glazed bricks which were found 

 

 

In 587 BC Nebuchadnezzar embarked on a second siege of 
Jerusalem.  The king, Zedekiah, had rebelled and the Babylonian 
armies besieged Jerusalem and, after several months, sacked the city, 
captured the king and all his family, and razed the temple to the 
ground.  Nebuchadnezzar took a large number of Jews into captivity in 
Babylon.  This was about 15% of the population and numbered about 
35,000 people.  The captivity lasted about 50 years and the Jews, 
although they were tolerated in their religion, had no temple in which 
to worship.   
 

This attachment of a people to their temple and the home of their God 
meant that the exile was a catastrophe.  They had lost their roots.  
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However there was a fortunate result.  With no temple the Jews turned 
their attentions to their writings and penitential observances.   Revising 
and rewriting the Pentateuch and the Jewish historical documents and 
oral histories developed the Torah, and the notion of them as a people 
of the book.  Cyrus, the Persian king, conquered Babylon in 539 BC 
and he permitted the Jews to return home.  The books of Ezra and 
Nehemiah give a lot of detail about the return of the Jews and the 
rebuilding of the Temple. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The sacred bull, one of 
the symbols of the 
goddess Ishtar - from the 
reconstructed Ishtar Gate 

 

 

This is where we end our story of the fertile triangle.  The Persian 
Empire took over the power in the near east, bringing to an end the 
neo-Babylonian Empire and the reign of Nabonidus.  The rise of the 
Persians, and the later Greek and Roman Empires, is a story I will leave 
for another day. 

Jenny Page 
 
 

Not Looking Away 

The following blog was posted by Rt. Rev’d Jonathan Clark, Bishop of 
Croydon, on 30th August 2018. 

Recently I was asked if I could write something for the Fellowship of 
Contemplative Prayer about praying contemplatively amid the disorder 
of our world.  This is what I wrote. 

Contemplative prayer is about looking.  That’s what the word means.  
The call to contemplative prayer is to remain focused (another visual 
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image), to bring your attention back, time and again as it flits away, to 
that point of attention which can become the place in which we know 
ourselves to be seen and loved by God. 

After I was asked to write this article, I did a little research of my own 
and came across an article quoting some of the more surprising and 
difficult verses that Robert Coulson, the Fellowship’s founder, had 
used in his own prayer – verses such as “I will visit upon you the evil 
of your doings” (Jer 23.2 RV).  As the article pointed out, these are 
verses “that we personally would find challenging, if not impossible, to 
use in our contemplative prayer time”. 

Those verses were of judgement, verses which challenge our sense of 
ourselves as loved by God.  Especially because of our own knowledge 
that some of our doings are indeed evil, we find it almost impossible to 
stay with verses like these. 

But if we can move in deeper, I think a verse like this can in fact take 
us closer to God, through the path of mourning.  I’d like to invite you if 
you can to stay with this image in prayer. 

 

This picture is of the former “Jungle” Camp in Calais, before its 
demolition.  The Jungle, and other even more squalid encampments 
which have followed it, are our attempt to turn our collective eyes away 
from those who have come to Europe – some seeking asylum, some 
“merely” escaping from poverty.  We in the UK turn our eyes away by 
making it uniformly difficult for anyone to get into the country, however 
justified their claim might be.  You can only claim asylum on UK 
territory – and without travel documents (which most asylum seekers 
won’t have, naturally) there is no legal way to get here.  So people 
wash around our fortified borders, looking for a way in. 
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The Jungle was a place of squalor and desperation and danger – and 
also of extraordinary acts of love and mutual service.  But you could 
only find that love, those signs of God’s presence, by staying with the 
ugliness and the pain.  If you do not look away, but look for God here, 
you have no choice but to mourn the disorder in our world which has 
led so many people to prefer this life to the life they were leading in 
their countries of origin.  And in that mourning you cannot help but find 
that you, like me, like all of us, are not separate from that disorder.  We 
are all implicated; we are all guilty.  And there is no simple, easy 
answer, but there is forgiveness, and so there is hope. 

The prayer of contemplative mourning is not one of self-loathing.  
Seeing, staying with the pain of our world, and acknowledging that we 
are part of the cause of that pain, is also a way of opening ourselves 
to be a source of healing.  There were extraordinary people in the 
Jungle, some migrants themselves, others from the UK and across 
Europe, who dedicated themselves to bringing what hope they could.  
As you all know, it is not just the active life of service which brings the 
love of God into the world; the contemplative life is an equally vital, if 
more mysterious, means of God’s grace. In the painful prayer of 
mourning, the healing of the world is brought nearer. 

clarkinholyorders.blog 
 

 
 

Cradle Roll 
 
We remember especially in our prayers the following children, on the 
anniversaries of their baptisms this month. 
 
 Ocean Grace Bates 1stOctober (2017) 
 Charles Oliver Harry Collins 7th October (2001) 
 Elise Mollie Gwyther 7th October (2001) 
 Tia Leigh Parchment 20th October (2002) 
 Lily Grace Board 21st October (2001) 
 Sacha Faith Anderson 23rd October (2011) 
 Isla Winter Bacchi-Howard 23rd October (2016) 
 Thea Lola Bacchi-Howard 23rd October (2016) 
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Seeking StillnessSeeking StillnessSeeking StillnessSeeking Stillness    
 

 
 

Time and Place 
 

‘There is a time for everything, and a season 
for every activity under heaven.’ [Ecclesiastes 3:1] 

God created Time, and gave it to us unconditionally.  God invites 
us to spend time with him, in prayer, in waiting, in words - or in 

no words.  Step out of the fast lane, away from the  
hurry and busyness – seek stillness. 

 

Saturday 6th October  2 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
 

Venue:  All Saints Church   Church Road  
Warlingham   CR6 9NU 

 

Leader:  Jane Hoskins 
 

Jane is a Retreat and Quiet Day leader, and a musician.  She has 
a passion for seeking stillness for prayer and contemplation, and 
really enjoys sharing this with others.  Each day or afternoon of 
‘Seeking Stillness’ offers a gathering time; some input on the 
theme; and silent space for individuals to pray, contemplate or ‘be’. 

Also light refreshments; creative space; prayer stations; and a 
closing prayer time as a group. 

 

Seeking Stillness offers an opportunity to step aside from the 
busyness of everyday.  Time to sit, at rest in God’s Presence. 

It’s really helpful to know if you are coming!  So for further 
information and to book your place, please ring 07398 290 969 or 

email j.hoskins233@btinternet.com 
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Seeking Stillness  Seeking Stillness  Seeking Stillness  Seeking Stillness  ----        further aheadfurther aheadfurther aheadfurther ahead    
 

 
 

Living and Walking in 
Hope 

 
‘For God alone my soul in silence waits; truly 

my hope is in Him. [Psalm 62:1] 
 

Hope springs eternal.  Without hope our lives seem very empty, 
lacking in purpose, rhythm and direction.  Hope helps us keep 

walking! 
 

Saturday 17th November  2 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
 

Venue:  St Christopher’s Church 
Chelsham Road   Warlingham   CR6 9EQ 

 
----- oOo ----- 

 
 

Advent Stillness  
 
 

Saturday 8th December 
2 p.m. – 5 p.m. 

 
Venue:  To be confirmed 

 
----- oOo ----- 

 
Both these events will be led by Jane Hoskins.  See the 

preceding page for more details and booking instructions 
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This Teaching is Difficult… 

 

This sermon was given by Richard Gunning on Sunday, 26th August.  
The readings for the day were Joshua 24, 1 - 2; Ephesians 6, 10 – 20; 
and John 6, 56 – 69. 

From today’s Gospel reading from St John: This teaching is difficult, 
said the disciples, Who can accept it?  

This so-called ‘difficult’ teaching – that Jesus’ flesh is true food, and his 
blood true drink – has been central to the Gospel readings of the last 
four Sundays.  Here in the synagogue in Capernaum, Jesus is being 
at his most direct – almost as though he is trying to provoke the Jews 
into a response.  “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in 
me, and I in them,” he said.  Not easy, this concept, for the Jews in 
Jesus’ day.  Indeed, not easy for many Christians these days, in 
agreeing to what is going on when the Eucharist is celebrated.  As for 
the Jews, remember they had a horror of consuming the blood of any 
slaughtered animal.  As he developed his theme, Jesus didn’t let up.  

‘Whoever eats me will live because of me’, he said.  ‘This is the bread 
that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate.’  
And this is when Jesus really started to get up many Jewish noses.  
They quite cherished the memory of their ancestors eating the manna 
from heaven.  After all, they were the chosen race and it was right that 
God had provided for them.  And then Jesus reminded them that their 
ancestors had died.  They had eaten the bread from heaven and still 
died.  But the one who eats this bread, Jesus said, meaning himself, 
will live for ever.  

That was the final straw.  He had really upset them now.  In fact, the 
discontent had been building for some time and in earlier readings 
Jesus had told them quite sharply to stop the disputes and complaining 
among themselves.  

Although they knew Jesus was speaking metaphorically, they could 
think only of the material manna which their ancestors had eaten.  The 
perishable food.  They could not see beyond this to the food of eternal 
life on offer through Jesus.  They could not accept that this man, the 
son of Joseph the carpenter, could offer the gift of eternal life.  They 
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were happy to accept the miracles they had seen as a sign that God 
had sent Jesus, and certainly they wanted to make him king.  Kings 
they understood.  Prophets who could do the odd miracle they could 
cope with.  Mortals who thought they were God - that was a step too 
far! 

And what did they do then?  Many disciples simply walked away, on 
the basis that the teaching was not only too difficult, but incredible, 
unacceptable and not for them.  Even though they had seen Jesus turn 
water into wine, cure a cripple, feed the 5000, and walk on water, they 
walked away.  

But before we get too critical of the disciples who deserted Jesus, 
perhaps we should look at the mote in our own eye.  We as a Church 
are currently in the process of doing our own version of ‘walking away’, 
our own potential self-destruct over differences with doctrine. Our own 
version of teaching being incredible and not for us.  

Maybe it’s the squabbling over gay marriage?  Or over gender identity.  
Or the so-called Evangelical take-over of the Church of England.  Or 
traditionalists threatening to break away and do their own thing.  Or the 
call to make God less male – and to avoid using words like ‘omnipotent’ 
and ‘the Almighty’ - the so-called ‘power language’.  Or the re-
packaging of Jesus to fit our own beliefs, the alleged watering down of 
the Gospel to suit society rather than the other way around?  And all 
this in-fighting, as someone recently put it, “masked in the language of 
so-called ‘good disagreement”.  Those disciples in Capernaum found 
one aspect of the teaching difficult – eating Jesus’ body and drinking 
his blood - but why do we find so many aspects so difficult?  The 
disciples had the evidence of Jesus’ miracles but we have had the 
evidence of his death and resurrection and over 2000 years to get our 
act together.  Yet still on certain matters we are prepared to look into 
the abyss.  Not so many years ago there was a synod vote on the issue 
of women bishops.  Shortly after the vote the conference venue, the 
University of York main building, was hit by lightning – cutting its 
internet connection and prompting claims of divine wrath.  Perhaps 
God was telling us something – telling us that He hates the wrangling, 
hates the blurring of His message, hates the ‘walking away’.  Perhaps 
we should uncomplicate things, put the arguments and ‘difficult’ 
teaching aside, and stick to the things which really matter?  
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Like fighting the Christian battle described by St Paul in our New 
Testament lesson.  The constant fight against the devil and the spiritual 
forces of evil.  The need to stand firm when the crowd around us has 
a different direction of travel.   

Like honouring Jesus’ central command to tell others of our faith. The 
Great Commission, given at the end of St Matthew’s Gospel.  Perhaps 
in this respect we should take a lesson from certain other 
denominations - and indeed other faiths.  Some of you may remember 
a TV documentary in which two American evangelists, both female, 
are seen trudging round Derbyshire in the rain, still smiling as doors 
are slammed in their faces.  Followed by a Brazilian lady from the Go 
To The Nations Church, praying for peace and a stop to punishment 
beatings outside Stormont Castle.  Then thanklessly touring Soho strip 
joints trying to persuade the male clientele that church really is much 
more fun.  

The truth is, the Great Commission – that all men and all nations are 
to be given the good news – is a command from Jesus, not a polite 
suggestion.  He commands us to tell others that for our sake he was 
crucified.  That he rose again and ascended into heaven.  That our sins 
will be rubbed out and not rubbed in.  That we can remember him and 
abide with him, and he in us, through the re-enactment of the Last 
Supper, however we choose to interpret and experience it.  That he is 
the real food of the soul, the food by which our souls acquire and retain 
eternal life. 

These are the things that matter.  This is the serious stuff and we all 
have to play our part in passing on the good news it represents.  We 
must never stop to keep score and compare our efforts with what 
others may or may not be doing.  If we are able to do more, we must 
do more.  With the gifts and opportunities God has given us, we are to 
go to where the silence is – and say something. 

The other good news is we are not expected to achieve the impossible.  
When we try to tell people the big claims of our faith, including some 
of the ‘difficult’ teaching, God knows that many people are going to tell 
us to get lost.  Unlike those disciples who stayed the course with Jesus, 
we are not expected to tramp the streets, hungry and penniless, to try 
and bring people into God’s church.  Jesus never told the world to go 
to church.  But he did tell the church to go to the world.  In effect, to tell 
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the world to choose.  As in our Old Testament reading, when Joshua 
gathered all the tribes together at Shechem.  Choose which God you 
will worship, Joshua commanded.  You know the score by now, you 
know where your loyalty should be.  Those of you who want to go your 
own way, go your own way.  But now you must decide!  

We have to make that same decision, and renew it constantly as we 
live our lives.  We must never give up or walk away.  

If necessary, we may have to try a little harder with the ‘difficult’ bits of 
our faith.  In 1910, like now a time of turbulent world politics, the writer 
GK Chesterton wrote an essay entitled What’s Wrong with the World?  
In it he said this: “The Christian ideal has not been tried and found 
wanting.  It has been found difficult and untried.”  

The Christian ideal, as understood by GK Chesterton over 100 years 
ago, has changed.  If not changed at the centre, then certainly changed 
at the edges.  Who can say whether for better or for worse?  But what 
has not changed over the years is the certainty that, as generation 
follows generation, God sees all.  He can search us, look at the 
circumstances of our lives, scan our hearts and see how seriously we 
have tried to interpret and carry out this Christian ideal. How we have 
really tried – or not - with the ‘difficult’ bits of teaching; and how we 
have carried out His will with difficult situations and difficult people, 
often at considerable cost to ourselves.  With all these matters, when 
the day arrives for us to face judgement, what was in our hearts when 
we were on this earth, coping with all these difficult things, is what will 
really matter. 

Amen 
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Important Dates 
for Your Diary 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Tuesday 
2nd October Croydon South Deanery Synod – Open 

Meeting, with Guest Speaker Canon Andrew 
White.  8 p.m. at St Mary’s Church,  Purley 
Oaks Road,  Sanderstead.  All welcome – see 
page 5 for details. 

 
 
Saturday  
6th October A talk by Miles Gelgard about his time in the 

Holy Land as an Observer for the Ecumenical 
Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and 
Israel (EAPPI)  -  7 p.m. at St Mark’s Church,  
Church Road,  Purley.  See pages 6 & 7 of the 
August/September issue. 

 
 
Sunday 
28th October Parish Meeting, immediately following the 11 

a.m. Morning Praise service.  This will be 
followed in turn with a Bring & Share lunch. 

 
 
Saturday 
17th November St Swithun’s Quiz Night, with Fish & Chip Supper 

and Raffle – in aid of our Charities Fund.  Save 
the date now and watch out for further details. 
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Editor’s Corner 
 
 

 
Harvesting – Then and now 

 
Left:  The Reaper 

 

by Jean-Francois Millet (1814-1875) – 
Hiroshima Museum of Art 

 

This is the season of the Harvest, when farmers gather in the fruits of 
their labours.  Cereal growers, of course, are only one kind of farmer.  
Many people’s harvest will be the result of their efforts in other areas 
and so we need to remember them.  In our time these labours include 
not only wheat but fruit from the trees - apples, plums, pears and 
cherries.  And, although their harvesting may not follow the seasonal 
patterns of those who grow plant crops, we should not forget at our 
Harvest Festival the produce of livestock farmers and those who 
harvest the seas and oceans. 
 

While mankind struggles to find adequate methods of recycling our 
waste products, nature has always been efficient at this vital task.  The 
autumn leaves falling from the trees will rot down as they lie on the 
ground, releasing their nutrients back into the soil to be available to the 
growing plants next spring.  Some species of plants, such as members 
of the pea family, are even better at improving soil fertility.  They are 
able to take in nitrogen from the atmosphere and deposit it in the soil, 
combining it with other nutrients to provide the nitrogen compounds 
that will be essential if the next growing season is to produce strong 
and healthy plants.   
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Another wonder of creation is the way plants and animals, in a natural 
world, can work together to maintain a healthy atmosphere.  Humans 
and all other large animals take in oxygen from the atmosphere as an 
essential fuel for their bodies, obtaining the energy they need by 
combining the oxygen with carbon from the food they eat and then 
releasing the resulting carbon dioxide gas back into the atmosphere.  
Plants do the opposite!  They take in carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere and, through the miracle of photosynthesis, they use the 
sun’s energy to break it down into the carbon they require for their 
growth, and pure oxygen which they release back into the atmosphere. 
 

Mankind, of course, is doing its best to disrupt this balance, both by 
burning huge quantities of fossil fuels, thus releasing more carbon 
dioxide, and also by felling large swathes or forest around the world, 
so reducing the ability of the plant community to restore this precarious 
balance. 

Ed. 
 
 
 

St. Swithun’s Church Calendar 
 

Services at St Mark’s in italics 
 
 

3rd October (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion Rev’d Fiona Weaver 

 
6th October (Saturday) 
 

 10 a.m. Messy Church, in the Carter Room 

 
7th October 19th Sunday after Trinity/Creation 1 
 

 8 a.m. Said Communion, at St Mark’s Rev’d Fiona Weaver 
 9.15 a.m. Sung Communion, at St Mark’s                 ” 

 11 a.m. Sung Communion Rev’d Fiona Weaver 

 
10th October (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion Rev’d Fiona Weaver 
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14th October 20th Sunday after Trinity/Creation 2 
 

 8 a.m. Said Communion Rev’d Fiona Weaver 
 9.15 a.m. Sung Communion, at St Mark’s                  ” 

 11 a.m. Morning Praise                 ” 

 
17th October (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer  

 
21st October 21st Sunday after Trinity/Creation 3 
 

 8 a.m. Said Communion, at St Mark’s Rev’d Fiona Weaver 
 9.15 a.m. Sung Communion, at St Mark’s                 ” 

 11 a.m. Sung Communion Rev’d Fiona Weaver 
   pr: Richard Gunning 

 
24th October (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion  Rev’d Fiona Weaver 

 
28th October Last Sunday after Trinity/Creation 4 
 

 8 a.m. Said Communion Rev’d Fiona Weaver 
   pr: Julian Pearcey 
 9.15 a.m. Sung Communion, at St Mark’s                  ” 

 11 a.m. Morning Praise                ” 

 
31st October (Wednesday) 
 

 9.30 a.m. Mid-week Communion Rev’d Fiona Weaver 

 
3rd November (Saturday) 
 

 10 a.m. Messy Church, in the Carter Room 

 
4th November All Saints/All Souls (4th S. before Advent) 
 

 8 a.m. Said Communion, at St Mark’s Rev’d Fiona Weaver 
 9.15 a.m. Sung Communion, at St Mark’s               ” 

 11 a.m. Sung Communion Rev’d Fiona Weaver 
 3 p.m. All Souls Memorial Service              ” 
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When buying from our advertisers, 
please mention this magazine 



25 

 

 

 

 

This space (or larger) is 
available for your 

advertisement. 
 

         *   *   *   *    *   *   *   *   * 
Please apply to: 
 

Robert Page 
 

Telephone  -   020 8660 1026 
 

or e-mail  -  
robertandjenny@btinternet.com 

 

Full page - £75     1/2 page - £45 
1/4 page - £25 

for one year (11 issues).   
 

(The magazine is also on our website 
www.stswithuns.org/magazine.html) 

  

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 
 

• Professional service, fully insured 

• Over 12 years’ experience 

• Free estimates and advice 

• Registered member of 

checkatrade.com 
 

CREST CLEANING 
 

pfhamer@hotmail.com  

020 8407 

5274 

07771 863519 

 

“Recommended, vetted & monitored 

local trades and services” 
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FALMOUTH,  CORNWALL 
 

Holiday Flat with 1 double and 1 twin 

bedroom, parking space for two cars. 

 

5 mins. Walk from beaches, seafront 

and Pendennis Castle. 

15 mins. Walk to town and shops 

Ideal for families with children. 

 

*** 

 

Available all year round. 

 

Further details from 

 

Jeanette Abdey 

Telephone: 020 8668 5904 
 

 
 

Ceren’s Beauty Treatment 
 

   
 

I provide a mobile service in the 
comfort of your home, including 

Facial Treatments, Waxing, 
Eyebrows and Nails 

 

Sample prices: 
 

Waxing:  Upper Lip or Chin - £3;   Hand or 
                 Half Leg - £10;   Full Leg - £18 
 

Facials:   £20 - £35;    Threading - £2 to £10 
 

Nails:      Manicure - £10;   Pedicure - £15 
 

Eyebrow or eyelash tint - £6;      Eyelash 
extension - £10    (semi-permanent - £40) 
 

Call Ms Ceren Tanis on 07539 343 479 
to make an appointment 
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PARISH DIRECTORY (continued) 
 
 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Bible Reading Fellowship Hazel Collis 01737 553446 
 

Christian Aid Rep. Evangeline Alli 020 8668 1926 
 

Church Flowers Team Jill Bingham 01737 244 512 
 

Ladies’ Circle Jill Bingham 01737 244 512 
 

Table Tennis Club Ivor Hewitt 020 8660 6907 
Mondays (except 2nd Monday of each month), 8 to 10 p.m. in the Church Hall 

 

 
 
 
 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

If for any reason you feel in urgent need of prayer support, please 
telephone John or Elaine Chilvers (020 8668 4358).   Members of the 

Prayer Chain will be alerted at once. 
 
 
 

CHURCH HALL 
 

Hall Bookings Valerie Mottram 07754 569 564 
 or e-mail:   saintswithuns.hall@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

BROAD MEMORIAL PAVING STONES 

 

For information, please contact Anne Rourke, 020 8660 5132 
 
 

We would like to keep the Directory as accurate as possible.     Will 
those whose names appear in it please let the Editor know of any 

changes in the details given.    Thank you. 
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SERVICES AT ST. SWITHUN’S 

 
SUNDAY SERVICES 

 

8 a.m. Said Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays of each month 
 

 ( Sung Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 
11 a.m. (   
 ( Morning Praise 2nd & 4th Sundays 
 

Join us for tea or coffee after the 11 a.m. service 

 
MESSY CHURCH 

 

Fun church with art/craft/songs and food.  For Children up to 11yrs 
accompanied by parent(s) or carer.   First Saturday of each month, 
10 a.m. to 12 noon in the Carter Room. 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 
 

9.30 a.m. Said Communion Every Wednesday 
 
Extra services are arranged for Christian Festivals.    Details will be 
advertised on our website (www.stswithuns.org), in the magazine, on 
the notice boards and in the weekly notice sheets. 

 
 

WEDDINGS, BAPTISMS & FUNERALS 
 

By arrangement.  Please contact Rev’d Fiona Weaver (020 8668 0063) 
_______________________________________ 

 
PARISH MAGAZINE 

 

Editor Jenny Page robertandjenny@btinternet.com 
  020 8660 1026 
 

Advertising  Robert Page as for Editor 
 

Distribution Valerie Purcell 020 8668 5013 
 

Deadline for delivery of copy to the Editor for the 
November 2018 issue is Monday, 22nd October. 


